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Irish Confederate War: 
 

• Began with the 1641 Rebellion: 

• Irish Catholics against English and Protestant 
domination 

• Started in Ulster ~ violent rebellious outbreaks 
around the country 

• Soon involved most Irish Catholic lords  

• Massacres of Protestant settlers , especially in Ulster. 

17th Century: Irish Confederate War and Cromwellian conquest 



During the English Revolution (1640-1649)  

• No English troops available to put down uprising  

• Rebels controlled most of Ireland 

• Catholic majority ruled the country as “Confederate 
Ireland” (1642-49) 

• The Confederate regime was an ally of Charles I and 
the Royalists 

• Confederates sign formal treaty with the Royalists in 
1649. 

17th Century: Irish Confederate War and Cromwellian conquest 



Royalist victory could have brought an autonomous 
Catholic-ruled Ireland….but: 
• Charles I executed in 1649 
• Cromwell conquest of Ireland ~ 1649-53: 

• atrocities, e.g. 1649 massacre of Royalist garrison 
at  Drogheda 

• deportation of prisoners to the West Indies 

• scorched earth policy against Irish guerrilla 
fighters 

• this led to famine across the country. 

17th Century: Irish Confederate War and Cromwellian conquest 



 

English Protestant punishment for the rebellion:  

• almost all Catholic-owned lands were confiscated and 
given to Protestant settlers 

• Catholics barred from the Irish Parliament 

• Catholics forbidden to live in towns  

• Catholics forbidden to marry Protestants 

• 400-600,000 people: around a third of Ireland's 
population died in these wars; from fighting, famine 
or plague.  

17th Century: Irish Confederate War and Cromwellian conquest 







• Daughter of John Jasper, a wealthy protestant 
merchant in County Clare, Ireland, and Alet Pletjes, 
whose family was from Kempen, Prussia 

• Originally married to a ‘Dutchman’, Nicasius Van der 
Schure and lived at Kilconry, Kilrush, County Clare, 
Ireland. Der Schure ~ one of a number of Rhine Valley 
Protestants who relocated to Ireland during the Thirty Years War 
(1618 - 1648) 

• On her husband’s death she inherited his Irish estates. 

Margaret Penn (Jasper) (b. in England - d.1682) 



• Her sister, Anne: 

• Married Captain William Crispin: 

Margaret Penn (Jasper) (b. in England - d.1682) 

 a Cromwellian naval captain ~ later sailed under 
Admiral Penn’s command in attacks first on the Dutch 
and then Spanish in the Caribbean  

 Crispin later lived in occupied Ireland; Kilrush, County 
Clare, in close association with Admiral Penn ~ died in 
Barbados en route to be a Commissioner in 
Pennsylvania 

 this side of the family became involved in the 
establishment of the Pennsylvania colony  ~ as 
landowners and administrators 



Bristol 

Admiral 
Penn’s 
wife’s 
estates: 
Kilconry, 
Kilrush, 
County 
Clare 

Margaret Penn (Jasper)  

She abandoned her estates and fled to England during the Irish 
Confederate Wars, c1653,  

She and Admiral Penn, petitioned Cromwell for a return of the 
estates worth an enormous £7,436.19s.6d  

Died in Ireland, 1682. 
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Kilcnry, 
Kilrush, 
County 
Clare 

Kinsale, significant naval 
base in the C17th and 
C18th. 
1666: 'One of the most 
important harbours in 
Europe', with a substantial 
trade in wine and salt.  
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1654: appointed 
as Cromwell's Sea 
General to take 
Hispaniola 
(Dominican Republic 
and Haiti) 



Took Spanish possession of Jamaica.  
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Kilconry, 
Kilrush, 
County 
Clare 

Kinsale: 1666: 'One of the most 

important harbours in Europe‘ 
 
Substantial trade in wine and 
salt.  
 
Was a significant naval base in 
the 17th and 18th centuries. 

Shanagarry ~ 
The “Penn Story” 
is to be the centre 
of new visitor 
attraction 







Admiral Sir William Penn ~ tomb St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol, England 



Admiral Sir William Penn ~ tomb, St Mary Redcliffe 



Admiral Sir William Penn ~ armor & flags 
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Bristol 

Shanagarry ~ 
William Penn’s 
inheritance 
The “Penn Story” is to be 
the centre of a major new 
visitor attraction in the 
area. 

Carrickfurgus, 
County Antrim 
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